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In the neighbourhood of the future the generations will come closer together and interaction between neighbours will be encouraged.

Bustling Neighbourhoods
Create a New Urban Dynamic
The neighbourhood of the future won’t groan beneath the strain of a growing elderly population,
the declining size of families or population growth. It’s precisely these issues that it will address!
That’s because the neighbourhood delivers a healthy mix of housing, care and living.

T

he very heart of the compact
city of the future is formed by
bustling neighbourhoods, in
which different generations
live through and with each
other. The traditional forms of housing we
are familiar with today, will make way for
innovative models that society can reliably
afford and that will be better suited to our
needs and wishes.
New Technologies and
Medical Breakthroughs
Today’s sixty and seventy-year-olds shudder at the thought of being transferred to the
‘greyed island’ of a residential care home.
Instead, they would much rather live among
family and friends - while still surrounded by
the safety and comfort of the round-the-clock
care they need: enjoying a long and happy
life in the most normal setting possible, and
staying in control of their own lives. Currently there are new possibilities quickly being
developed to help make this happen.
Technological (r)evolutions, such as smart
home automation, interactive homes and
sensor technologies, will become increasingly prominent in the future. What’s
more, medical breakthroughs, in areas such
as immunotherapy and stem cell research,
will soon improve our control over a host
of age-related diseases. With the intelligent
communications platforms of tomorrow,
we will be capable of approaching a whole
range of care tasks, and monitoring chronic
diseases in a completely new way.
These developments feed into the social
currents reshaping our everyday lives: the
quest for better quality of life, the necessity
of community building, health as a driver of
change, concern for the planet, and so on.

The Sharing Economy and
Innovative Housing Models
In the neighbourhood of the future the generations will come closer together. For
many people, the sharing economy makes
life easier. Instead of ownership, utility will
take priority: a number of assets will be
grouped together, such as washing machines, tools and cars, to be bought with a view
to sharing. Neighbourhood residents will
also be invited to share their own purchases
with others through a cleverly designed system of sharing.

ces, people in the neighbourhood will be
encouraged to give up a few hours of their
time once a month to help others in need. In
that way one person can request a service
while the other offers might offer one, with
everyone acting based on their opportunities and talents. Neighbourhood initiatives
and co-creation projects will also be encouraged. Neighbourhood residents can launch
and develop their own socially innovative
initiatives. Collective maintenance of the
parks and creating kitchen gardens are fine
examples of this.

Innovative housing models will dispense
with the negatives aspects of the current
traditional housing types, while integrating
their benefits across the community. Just
consider the homeliness of an own home,
the infrastructural accessibility of assisted
living and the permanent care availability
of a residential care centre. The transition
through the various stages of life can take
place seamlessly. Moving will also become
a thing of the past. Neighbourhood residents
stay in familiar surroundings, and will get to
do so in the future.

The neighbourhood is also a firm supporter
of sustainability. The new urban neighbourhood aims for a high ecological profile. It
has a fair amount of valuable communal
greenery (for shade, infiltration, purification, food production and so on). With smart
mobility, more public facilities, fewer parking spaces, and more sustainable energy
sources for waste processing and water
treatment and power generation by several
ecologically responsible means, it will be
possible to achieve a low carbon footprint.

The neighbourhoods of tomorrow know no
thresholds, accommodate all stages of life
and are pushchair and wheelchair friendly.
It’s all there, so you can make the most of
life: green surroundings, a brasserie serving
delicious and balanced meals and a playground where children from all around are
welcome.
Guiding principles: Voluntary
Participation and Sustainability
Neighbours will be encouraged to interact
using a well-developed model of voluntary
participation. With the freedom to choose
freely from an extensive package of servi-

Extensive Package of
Supervision and Care
The aim will be to maximise the quality of
life through an extensive package of paramedical and medical supervision services
and specialist care treatments, in close partnership with doctors and hospitals. First
and second line services will be provided
on the basis of preferred partnerships. The
neighbourhood will be home to a number
of health experts who encourage residents
to take control of their own lives. This is
because good self-management is an important element in staying healthy and vigorous over the long term. Connectedness
comes from being able to rely on informal

support from family and friends, neighbours
and volunteers. Ultimately, formal care is
there then as a backup, but will be able to
arrive on scene in the blink of an eye in a
crisis situation.
The neighbourhood of the future offers a full
package of solutions in the areas of wellness,
safety, intellectual stimulation, healthy diet,
exercise, individual opportunities for development, social activities and so on.
Flemish Initiative
Takes the Lead in Europe
At a hearing of the European Commission
on ‘The Neighbourhoods of the Future’ in
December 2016 it emerged that Europe had
a front runner: the Flemish Triamant initiative. The initiative creates vibrant neighbourhoods for a mix of ages. The fully
adapted infrastructure is based on ideas of
autonomy, vitality and support of a strong
social network. The community of neighbours, family and friends helps improve the
quality of life. The resident’s trusted network is committed to prevent anyone from
to slip through the cracks. Care is in the
background and available on demand.
The neighbourhood of the future provides
a unique and innovative total solution to
deep-rooted human needs and represents
savings for the government: all at a competitive price for the customer and adding
significant high-quality added value.
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